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Federal Affairs 

 

Major Changes Occur in Washington, DC: Post Election Update 
 
In the wake of the November 8, 2016 elections, the current political landscape of Washington, DC will 
undergo some significant changes in 2017.  With President-Elect Trump winning his bid for the 
presidency on the Republican ticket and both chambers of Congress retaining their Republican majorities, 
the GOP will acquire a substantial increase in political influence for the next two years. In the Senate, 
Democrats gained two seats but Republicans hold onto a 51-48 majority. In Louisiana, there will be a run-
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off election to determine who will win the open Senate seat, which currently leans in favor of a Republican 
win. In the House, Democrats gained six seats but Republicans still retain a solid 239-192 majority. Two 
seats in California remaining too close to call at the present time and in Louisiana, there are two House 
seats that will be determined in a run-off election.  
 
There will be four dentists in the 115th Congress which include incumbent Representatives Brian Babin 
(R-TX), Paul Gosar (R-AZ), and Mike Simpson (R-ID), as well as the newly elected Dr. Drew Ferguson 
(R-GA). There will also be 14 physicians in the 115th Congress, which includes four Senators and ten 
Representatives.  
 
With the conclusion of the 2016 election, the 114th Congress has returned to Washington for a post-
election lame-duck session. Some of the primary issues on the table include the 21st Century Cures bill, 
an extension into next spring of the FY2017 omnibus appropriations bill to fund the federal government, 
as well as deciding on whether to move forward with the proposed Trans-Pacific Partnership deal (TPP). 

As President-Elect Trump prepares to take office in January 2017, there is a significant opportunity for 
him to move forward with his proposed healthcare reform with the support of a Republican majority in 
both chambers of Congress. Addressing the Affordable Care Act is expected to be a top-priority within his 
first 100 days in office. Specifics on his reform plan have yet to be officially released but are likely to 
include AAOMS-supported priorities such as repealing the medical device tax and the Medicare 
Independent Advisory Board.  

Save the Date for the 2017 AAOMS Day on the Hill 

Given all of the changes in leadership at the federal level next year, it is important to educate members of 
Congress, in particular, about OMS and the issues facing your patients and your practice. Please join us 
in Washington on March 21-22, 2017 for the 17th Annual AAOMS Day on the Hill. No previous advocacy 
experience is necessary. Airfare and Tuesday night’s hotel is available for reimbursement for up 
to 25 first-time attendees on a first-come, first-served basis. Registration will open in mid-December.  
Please visit www.aaoms.org/dayonthehill for more information or contact Adam Walaszek at 800/822-
6637, ext. 4392 or awalaszek@aaoms.org.  

 
State Affairs 

 
Vermont Moving Forward with Alternative Payment Model 

Vermont’s Green Mountain Care Board gave final approval to an all-payer waiver plan, initiated by the 
state, but amended by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). Under an all-payer model, 
providers are paid set amounts for care rather than being paid per test, service or procedure and the 
structure relies heavily on accountable care organizations (ACOs). A version of this payment model 
currently exists in Maryland but is limited to hospitals. Last year, Vermont abandoned its plans for a 
statewide, single payer system due to costs and chose instead to pursue this new payment structure. The 
state has announced that it will be working with the Vermont Medical Society to address many of the 
concerns of physicians during the implementation of this system, which will take six years to fully 
implement. Additional information, including an FAQ on the model, may be found here.  

 

PSOMS Successful in Passing Retroactive Denial Legislation 
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Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf (D) recently signed HB 2241, which limits retroactive denials to 24-
months following the date of payment. The state did not have a take back time limit in place prior to the 
enactment of this legislation. The Pennsylvania Society of OMS (PSOMS) championed the bill for the 
past two legislative sessions and was intimately involved in the negotiation process with all interested 
parties. With the addition of Pennsylvania, 33 states now stipulate a time limit for insurers to recoup 
overpayments, with most falling between one to two years. For more information on the Pennsylvania 
law, please contact PSOMS.  

 
 

Health Information Technology 
 
FTC Develops Data Breach Guide 

With the increase in cyber-attacks and hacking incidents, the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has 
developed a guide for businesses to respond to data breaches. The guide, which includes a video and 
business blog, includes information on who to notify in the event of a breach. The document also provides 
cross-referenced information on HIPAA Breach notifications as well. A copy of the guide may be found on 
the FTC Web site.  

 
CMS Finalizes 90-Day Meaningful Use Reporting Rule 

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has finalized a rule that establishes a 90-day 
reporting period for the Meaningful Use EHR Incentive Program in 2016 and 2017. The rule also reduces 
the objectives and measures providers must meet under Stage 2 and 3 of the program to be considered 
in compliance. State 3 of Meaningful Use is scheduled to begin in 2018 with a full-year reporting period. 
For more information on the Meaningful Use program, please visit the CMS Web site. 
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